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News Release 
MERCURY OPENS DOWNTOWN SERIES WITH A ROMANTIC FIRST 
 

 (Houston, TX) September 29, 2016:  Artistic Director Antoine Plante and Mercury open 

the Downtown Series with its first performance of Brahms’ First Symphony at the Wortham Center’s 
Cullen Theatre on October 8 at 8 PM.  Experience Mercury’s lush string section in the opening night 
performance of this incredibly dramatic work, filled with lyrical melodies, rich harmonies, and a victorious 
hymn-like finale.  This work is paired with Beethoven’s only Violin Concerto – a virtuosic masterpiece - 
with concertmaster Jonathan Godfrey as soloist. To purchase tickets or for more information visit 
www.mercuryhouston.org or call 713.533.0080.  

A founding member of Mercury, violinist Jonathan Godfrey has served as Concertmaster and violin 
soloist since the orchestra’s inception. A graduate of Rice University, Mr. Godfrey is also currently 
Assistant Concertmaster of the Houston Grand Opera Orchestra.  He has performed with many 
ensembles including the Houston Symphony, the Houston Bach Society, the IRIS Chamber Orchestra, 
and the River Oaks Chamber Orchestra. He has also served as Concertmaster of the Sinfonietta 
Cracovia, The Houston Grand Opera Orchestra, The American Radio Chamber Orchestra, Orchestra X, 
and the Pacific Music Festival Orchestra. He has concertized in the US and abroad, performing solo and 
chamber music recitals in Boston, Chicago, Cleveland, Houston, Interlochen, and Kansas City, as well 
as Guanajuato, León, Monterrey, and Santiago, Mexico; Yokohama, Kyoto, Matsumoto, Sapporo, Date, 
and Tokyo, Japan; and Quito and Ambato, Ecuador.  A music educator as well, Mr. Godfrey has taught 
for twenty-five years, including positions on the violin faculty of both the Interlochen Arts Camp and the 
Rocky Mountain Summer Conservatory.  Mr. Godfrey is also the co-director of Prelude Music Classes 
for Children, a school of music for young children and their families that teaches the research-based 
music and movement program Music Together® and a co-founder of the Prelude Music Foundation. 

ABOUT MERCURY 

Founded in 2000, Mercury has a mission to serve the community by celebrating the power of music, 
Baroque and beyond, teaching, sharing and performing with passion, intimacy and excellence. The 
orchestra offers performances of a broad repertoire of music on period instruments and has garnered 
critical acclaim around the world through innovative and accessible performances, domestic and 
international tours, and groundbreaking music education programs. 
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What makes a Mercury performance unique? 

Mercury musicians perform on period instruments similar in style and sound to those used by composers 
of the Baroque, Classical, and early Romantic periods. Differences between modern and period 
instruments can be seen in the string section where players use gut rather than steel strings and often 
utilize a Baroque bow that is shorter and more curved than a modern bow. Brass instruments have no 
valves and are more modest in shape than their modern equivalents, and the timpani drums utilize 
leather skins rather than synthetic heads. Perhaps the most recognizable differences can be seen in the 
woodwind section; these instruments have fewer keys and are actually crafted from wood as opposed to 
metal or plastic like many modern instruments. Mercury chooses to perform with period instruments to 
create a distinctive and exciting sound, true to the composer’s intent. Mercury musicians also perform 
standing to better express the passion and vitality of the music. All of this provides a singular listening 
experience for our audience. 
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