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ANTONÍN DVOŘÁK (1841-1904)
Serenade in E Major, op. 22
 I. Moderato
 II. Tempo di valse & Trio
 III. Scherzo: Vivace
 IV. Larghetto
 V. Finale: Allegro vivace

Intermission

FRANZ SCHUBERT  (1797-1828) 
String Quintet in C major, D. 956 (arr. by A. Plante)
 I.   Allegro ma non troppo
 II. Adagio
 III. Scherzo: Presto & Trio: Andante sostenuto
 IV. Allegretto

 

WELCOME from the Artistic Director

ANTOINE PLANTE
Artistic Director

Dear friends,

              We are so pleased to join you on stage tonight to share these 
wonderful works from the 19th Century. Dvorak’s Serenade is 
a season favorite for many of our musicians, and I hope it will 
be a favorite of yours, too! A simple but touching composition 
in five movements, it evokes a full array of emotions in the 
listener. The Serenade begins with a humble first movement, 
followed by a waltz, a fun scherzo, sentimental larghetto and 
an exuberant last movement. Dvorak takes us ona beautiful 
journey!

Another Romantic favorite, Schubert’s cello quintet is a “desert 
island” CD for most chamber music lovers. Considered one of his masterpieces 
by many, it has an unusual instrumentation.  Schubert used two cellos instead of 
two violas in the string quintet, which gives it a bass-heavy contour. Tonight, we 
perform this work as I have arranged it for our string orchestra, giving it more 
volume and tonal diversity. The quiet beginning gives us a sense of grandeur, 
followed by a first movement with great dynamic and emotional contrasts. The 
adagio is one of the most serene pieces of music ever composed. The scherzo 
revitalizes us with energy, which is then followed by a surprisingly restful trio. 
The last movement, with its gypsy color, will send you home humming! I hope 
you enjoy this concert of beautiful string music as much as we enjoy performing 
it for you.

Happy listening!

What makes Mercury’s performance unique? 

Mercury musicians perform on period instruments similar in style and 
sound to those used by composers of the Baroque, Classical, and early 
Romantic periods. Differences between modern and period instruments 
can be seen in the string section where players use gut rather than 
steel strings and often utilize a Baroque bow that is shorter and more 
curved than a modern bow. Brass instruments have no valves and are 
more modest in shape than their modern equivalents, and the timpa-
ni drums utilize leather skins rather than synthetic heads. Perhaps the 
most recognizable differences can be seen in the woodwind section; 
these instruments have fewer keys and are actually crafted from wood 
as opposed to metal or plastic like many modern instruments. Mercury 
chooses to perform with period instruments to create a distinctive and 
exciting sound, true to the composer’s intent. All of this provides a sin-
gular listening experience for you, our valued audience.
We hope you enjoy the passion and vitality of tonight’s music.


