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Dear Friends, 
Welcome to tonight’s concert of Classical gems!  Franz Joseph 
Haydn is known as the Father of the Symphony, and as such, 
composed a stunning 104 symphonies in just over 36 years. 
Employed most of his life by the Prince of Esterházy, he had 
an unusual freedom that allowed him to experiment with his 
orchestra compositions. This freedom gave us unique works 
like his Symphony number 6, subtitled “Le Matin” (French for 
“morning”).  This symphony starts quietly and slowly grows to 
a full sonority, hinting of the sun’s first rays of light growing at 
dawn. The remaining movements of the symphony are inspired 
by a Baroque form, the concerto grosso, where many different 
soloists are featured, supported by the full ensemble. 

Haydn’s Symphony No. 45 is subtitled “Farewell”, and comes 
with a really unusual story. Apparently, the orchestra musicians 
had spent a longer than usual time in the remote Esterházy 
summer castle, and were ready to go back home to their 
families. Not so subtly, Haydn communicated their desire to 
leave by having all musicians exit the stage, one by one, at the 
end of the symphony.  The message was clearly received by 
the good-humored prince, and the court went back to their 
respective homes the following day. Otherwise, the symphony 
is a good example of Haydn’s style during his Sturm und 
Drang (Stress and relief) period, exaggerating the dramatic 
contrasts of the two concepts.  

Beethoven’s Piano Concerto No. 2 is in the style of Mozart 
and Haydn, Classical in nature, being composed before 
Beethoven’s extravagant Romantic period. Beethoven played 
the concerto in its premiere, marking his public debut as 
a performer to Viennese audiences.  Inspired by the great 
masters, Beethoven proposes a masterful ownership of the 
piano concerto form in this piece, adding his own fiery style.  

I’m really glad to be sharing the stage again with Alexander 
Weimann on the period fortepiano and the wonderful 
musicians of Mercury. I hope you will enjoy this special 
Classical concert.
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